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Historical And Architectural study of Khozam Palace
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The most important historical events witnessed by Khuzam Palace, including

the signing of the concession agreement for oil exploration
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1- Historical Background of Khozam Palace

Khozam Palace is one of King Abdulaziz’'s palaces in
Jeddah. It was built between 1347-1351 AH (1928-1932
A.D). The long-deserted and now derelict Khozam Palace,
located in the Nuzla Al Yamania District. It was the prime
residence for King Abdulaziz in Jeddah, and it continued to
be his prime residence until his death in 1373 A.H. (1953
A.D). Thenafter the palace was used as administrative
offices by King Saud Ibn Abdulaziz until 1383 A.H. (1963
A.D), and served as one of guest palaces. King Saud
handed it over to Antiquities & Museums Commission at
Ministry of Education on 12.02.1402 A.H (10.12.1981 A.D).
The palace became a regional museum on the honorable
directives of the Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques late
King Fahd Ibn Abdulaziz and was opened on 17.10.1415
A.H (19.03.1995 A.D).

Khozam palace witnessed hosting of many political and
commercial events, like the oil concession agreement
between the Government of Saudi Arabia, represented by
HH Shaikh Abdullah Al Sulayman, Minister of Finance, on
behalf of King Abdulaziz and Standard QOil of California
represented by Mr. Lloyd Hamilton in 04.02.1352 A.H
(29.05.1933 A.D).
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2- Location and Surroundings

The project is located in A-Nuzla Al-Yamania District in the
south east of Jeddah. It was called Khozam due to the
heavy presence of Khozami plant in the area. It was one of
the royal palaces of King Abdulaziz. The Palace was built
between 1928 — 1932 A.D. by Mr Mohamed Bin Ladin.
The Place has three elevations, the southern elevation
overlooking Al-Nuzla Al-Yamania District, the northern
elevation overlooking Eid prayer area and the western
elevation overlooking As-Sabeel area. The Palace is
bordered by a number of significant buildings which are:

- The Islamic Bank.

- Broadcasting Corporation.

- King Saud Mosque.

- Effat University.

- Water tank.
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Map Showing Important Building Near Khozam Palace
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pli el 3yl dagll GLL ey Ll Location of the Palace For the City of Jeddah
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The inner courtyard of the palace

pail) s 1) ol L)

3- Architectural Description of the Palace

The Palace was built by coral stone that were cut from
the Red Sea. Coral stone were the main materials that
used in buildings in Jeddah at that time. Cement, sand,
reinforcement and wood were also used. Some people
from that period told the Palace indicates the architectural
pattern of that era and it shows the urban sequence,
architectural and artistic development that connected with
the political and organizational regulations of the country.

During the period of the construction of the Palace, Saudi
Arabia has witnessed a new building material which
is cement which was used along with reinforcement in
building the Palace and Zainal house as well.

The Palace is consisting of two floors and attachments
in both southern and westerns sides. The Palace is
surrounded by a fence of 3 meter height approximately.
Also the Palace has a main high gate which is consisting of
two facing towers with similar architectural and decoration
design. Also there is smaller gate that is consisting of two
facing towers with similar architectural and decoration
design. Mr Khair Ad-Deen Al-Zarkali wrote that the Palace
is consisting of two wings, the left one for business and
public affair and the right wing for women and public
services.

The design of Khozam Palace conformed to the
architectural heritage, hot and humid of Jeddah. The roofs
of rooms are high to avoid sun and to keep cold; also
windows were made of wood to provide good ventilation.
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First Floor Plan
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Fagades of the Palace il Sl
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Main Building (Diwan)

The Palace is consisting of many buildings that have two
floors. The first floor of the main building is consisting of
a big reception hall that has two stairs leading to upper
floor. On the right side of the reception hall there are three
rooms. The upper floor is consisting of a big reception hall,
meeting room and four rooms.

The Northern Facade of the Diwan Building
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The Northern Facade of the Diwan Building, and Ramp ) JESUS A P O] P W A NN
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The main lobby and staircase leading to the upper floor. ol 5l o3kl Al 5 i) 5l
The Photos Showing Original Paintings on the walls and the ceiling. a5 bt e I eyl g3 T 5yl

013




KHOZAM PALACE rbi-\ b

Internal Spaces in the Building Diwan Olgall sl G Tl Sl )
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I Western Building - Ground Floor
I Southern Building - Ground Floor

I Western Building - First Floor
I Southern Building - First Floor
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The Southern and The Western
Building

The southern building is located behind the diwan and it is
consisting of two floors that include majlis (sitting room),
seven rooms and toilets. The building is overlooking a
huge courtyard in the south side which was a garden
before. The building has a stair which connecting the
garden with the second floor and it has two balconies in
the south and north elevations with a roof of red bricks.
The roof of the southern building is decorated by an eave
of decoration of repeated triangles.

The western building is located to the west of the diwan
and its main elevation is overlooking to north. The western
building extends from north to south and connecting the
diwan with women’s building. The eastern elevation of the
western building is overlooking the Palace’s garden and
it has six arches. In the middle there is a gate with two
half-round arches above it. The second floor elevation is
similar to the first floor elevation in design and formation,
but they are differing in decoration elements. The area
below the arches of the first floor was decorated by an
eave of baramiq (small columns), while the same area in
the second floor was decorated by plants in shape of palm
fans which is a popular Islamic decoration. In the middle
of this plant decoration the Saudi Logo (two swords and
palm tree) is placed, along with the word “God”. And on the
top of the arches of the upper floor there are rectangles
consisting of a decoration similar to the beehives. In the
north of the western building which connected to the diwan
there is a stair leading to the second floor of the building.
Also in the side of the western building there is a prayer
room in the ground floor overlooking the garden, while
there are some rooms in both ground and upper floors.
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windows with half-round arches. In this side of the western
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building there is a big majlis (sitting area) that has two ] .
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doors, one of them is leading to the western courtyard,
while the other is leading to a corridor which is leading to
the Palace’s garden. The majlis is divided into two parts
by an arch carried by four columns. And in the north wall
of the majlis there is a big wooden window decorated on

top by coloured glass.
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Attached pictures show the architectural study of the facades of the western building. T G a5l 3 Bl 5 Ol Y1 5 il g Tl e g e 2T 1 ) Sl 2 leal) Rl 253841 5
The main feature of this fagcade is engraving, arches, doors and semi-circular windows
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Attached pictures show the architectural study of the facades of the western building. B G agill 3 Bl 5 Ol Y1 5 il g Tl e g e 2T 1 sl Sl 2 leal) Ryl 2253841 5
The main feature of this facade is engraving, arches, doors and semi-circular windows
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Interior Courtyards, Attached Pictures are showing Pasterns,Construction and finishing Materials that used in the Palace el G Aozl lladill g oLl sloll i) 341 gl s Al 1) ol Ll
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Internal Spaces in the Western Building. The attached Photos are Showing the Interior Decoration of the Al 1Sl 25 B sl ) sl GRS L3
Rooms
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I Women's Building - Ground Floor
I Stuff Rooms - Ground Floor

I Women's Building - First Floor
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Women'’s building and Akhwiya’a’s
(secretaries) building

Women’s building is located to the south of the western
building. The eastern elevation of this building is
overlooking the Palace’s garden and this elevation is
considered as an extension of the elevation of the western
building. The eastern elevation is consisting of two lines of
arches separated by five wooden windows. This elevation
is topped by a decorated eave that extended from the top
of the western building attachment which is consisting of
rectangles that are decorated by ornament similar to the
beehives. The north elevation of women’s building which
considered as a long balcony that extending from east to
west is overlooking the Akhwiya’a’s building.

The west elevation is overlooking a soil courtyard which
was a garden before. In this area the building is consisting
of three linked buildings of two floors. The gate of the
northern building is leading to two maijlis (sitting room)
with a room, a kitchen and a toilet behind them. The
middle building has two gates; one of them is leading to
a corridor where a double stair is rising to the upper floor.
The other gate is leading to a sitting room surrounded by
two rooms, a kitchen and a toilet. The southern building
has a gate that leading to a corridor where a stair is rising
from both north and south sides and leading to the second
floor. In the first floor of this building there are a sitting
room and three rooms, also in the upper floor of women’s
building there are many rooms and sitting rooms. The most
important characteristic of women’s building artistically
is the coloured glass of windows. And in the west south
corner of the soil courtyard that overlooking the women'’s
building there is a gate adjoined by two rooms.
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The facades of the Women Building (Harem)
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Internal Spaces in the Women Building. The attached Photos are Showing the Interior Decoration of the Sl 1 S 25 sl e ) sl B Rl ) e
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Akhwiya'a’s building

The Akhwiya’a’s building is large courtyard centered by a
mosque. Tthe Akhwiya’a rooms are located in three sides,
north, south and west. The number of the rooms is 29
rooms along with many toilets. The Akhwiya’a rooms are
characterized of their simple architectural formation and
were nothing more than rooms with roofs and wooden
doors. The rooms were built adjacently and between
each two rooms there are toilets. All rooms are lacking
the decoration elements. In the north west corner there is
a small attachment which is consisting of two floors that
have many rooms, a kitchen and a toilet. Also there is a
big room in the south west corner and a door on the wall of
the western palace leading to the courtyard of Akhwiya’a’s
building.
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